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SUBJECT: WORK STOPPAGES INCREASE UNDER NEW GOVERNMENT 

REF : A) BANGKOK 12874; 

B) BANGKOK A-125, MAY 1 1, 1973 

1. JUST AS SHARP RICE PRICE INCREASES EARLIER IN SUMMER OF 1973 
HELPED STIMULATE RASH OF WORK STOPPAGES, SO THE ROUGHLY ONE MONTH 
SINCE MORE TOLERANT SANYA GOVERNMENT WAS SUDDENLY CATAPULTED INTO 
OFFICE HAS WITNESSED INCREASING RESORT BY WORKERS IN INDIVIDUAL 
PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT TO WORK STOPPAGES TO WIN IMPROVED WAGES AS 
WELL AS BETTER CONDITIONS OF WORK. STRIKES HAVE BEEN MAINLY 
SUCCESSFUL, ESPECIALLY ON WAGE DEMANDS. EMPLOYEES OF STATE ENTER 
PRISES HAVE BEEN CONSPICUOUS BY THEIR MILITANCY AND BY THE SUCCESS 
ACHIEVED FOR THEIR DEMANDS. AFTER THAILAND'S FIRST EVER NATIONWIDE 
RAIL STRIKE THAT LASTED ONLY FIVE AND ONE HALF HOURS, MANAGEMENT 
AGREED TO ALL OF 13 POINT DEMANDS PUT FORTH BY WORKERS. 

2. ASIDE FROM LONG ACCUMULATING AND PENT UP DEMANDS OF WORKERS 
OVER MANY YEARS, CURRENT MAJOR CAUSES ARE: A) CONTINUED UPWARD 
MOVEMENT IN THE COST OF LIVING DESPITE STABLIZATION OF RICE PRICES; 

B) GREATER SYMPATHY BY THE NEW GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC TOWARD WORKERS 
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SINCE WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 14; C) GROWING ASSERTIVENESS ON THE PART 
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OF THE WORKERS GOING BACK TO PROMULGATION OF NEW LABOR ASSOCIATION 

LAW IN SPRING OF 1973 (REF B); D) GOVERNMENT'S LACK OF 

EXPERIENCE IN DEALING WITH STRIKES. THEY ARE SPECIFICALLY ILLEGAL 

UNDER LABOR LAW IN PUBLIC UTILITIES. ADDITIONAL INFLUENCE ON 

WORKER ATTITUDES IN BREAKDOWN IN COMMUNICATION BETWEEN MANAGEMENT 

AND LABOR IN FACE OF LABOR'S NEW-FOUND ASSERTIVENESS. 

3. WIDESPREAD SUCCESSES ACHIEVED BY WORK STOPPAGES TO DATE LIKELY 
TO PRESAGE CONTINUED FREQUENT RESORT TO THIS BARGAINING WEAPON IN 
FUTURE AS WELL. SHOULD UPWARD PRICE PRESSURES CONTINUE, AS SEEMS 
ASSURED BY CONSEQUENCES OF ENERGY CRISIS AND PERSISTING WORLD WIDE 
INFLATION, THERE MAY BE EVEN MORE STRIKES IN FUTURE. COUNTERING 
INFLUENCES WILL BE GROWING GOVERNMENT AND ESPECIALLY PUBLIC INTOL- 
ERANCE OF ECONOMIC DISRUPTIONS, WHICH HAVE BEEN MINOR SO FAR, 
PARTICULARLY IF THESE BECOME MORE PROTRACTED, PREOCCUPATION WITH 
PREPARATIONS FOR NEW CONSTITUTION AND ELECTIONS, AND FAVORABLE 
RICE HARVEST WHICH NOW IS VIRTUALLY ASSURED. 

KINTNER 
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